
AN ORDER FOR COMPLINE – a late Evening Service  

  
Preparation   
     
  The Lord almighty grant us a quiet night and a perfect end.  
ALL: AMEN.  
     
  Brethren, be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,  
  as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:  
  whom resist, steadfast in the faith.                         1 Peter 5.8,9  
   
  But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us.  
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD.  
     

 O God, make speed to save us.  
ALL: O LORD, MAKE HASTE TO HELP US.  
     
  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
  and to the Holy Ghost;  
ALL: AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, AND EVER SHALL BE,  
         WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.  
     
  Praise ye the Lord.  
ALL: THE LORD'S NAME BE PRAISED.  
  
 Psalmody  One or more of the following psalms may be used  
     
  Psalm 4   
     
1 Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness :  
  thou hast set me at liberty when I was in trouble;  
  have mercy upon me, and hearken unto my prayer.  
     
2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye blaspheme mine honour :  
  and have such pleasure in vanity, and seek after leasing?  
     
3 Know this also, that the Lord hath chosen to himself  
  the man that is godly :  
  when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.  
     
4 Stand in awe, and sin not :  
  commune with your own heart, and in your chamber, and be still.  
     
5 Offer the sacrifice of righteousness :  
  and put your trust in the Lord.  
     
6 There be many that say :  
  Who will shew us any good?  
     
7 Lord, lift thou up :  
  the light of thy countenance upon us.  



8 Thou hast put gladness in my heart :  
  since the time that their corn, and wine, and oil increased.  
     
9 I will lay me down in peace, and take my rest :  
  for it is thou, Lord, only, that makest me dwell in safety.  
  
OR   Psalm 31.1-6   
     
1 In thee, O Lord, have I put my trust :  
  let me never be put to confusion, deliver me in thy righteousness.  
     
2 Bow down thine ear to me :  
  make haste to deliver me.  
     
3 And be thou my strong rock, and house of defence :  
  that thou mayest save me.  
     
4 For thou art my strong rock, and my castle :  
  be thou also my guide, and lead me for thy name's sake.  
     
5 Draw me out of the net, that they have laid privily for me :  
  for thou art my strength.  
     
6 Into thy hands I commend my spirit :  
  for thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth.  
  
OR   Psalm 91   
     
1 Whoso dwelleth under the defence of the Most High :  
  shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  
     
2 I will say unto the Lord, Thou art my hope, and my stronghold :  
  my God, in him will I trust.  
     
3 For he shall deliver thee from the snare of the hunter :  
  and from the noisome pestilence.  
     
4 He shall defend thee under his wings,  
       and thou shalt be safe under his feathers :  
  his faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield and buckler.  
     
5 Thou shalt not be afraid for any terror by night :  
  nor for the arrow that flieth by day;  
     
6 For the pestilence that walketh in darkness :  
  nor for the sickness that destroyeth in the noonday.  
     
7 A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten thousand at thy right hand :   
  but it shall not come nigh thee.  
     
8 Yea, with thine eyes shalt thou behold : and see the reward of the ungodly.  



9 For thou, Lord, art my hope :  
  thou hast set thine house of defence very high.  
     
10 There shall no evil happen unto thee :  
  neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling.  
     
11 For he shall give his angels charge over thee :  
  to keep thee in all thy ways.  
     
12 They shall bear thee in their hands :  
  that thou hurt not thy foot against a stone.  
     
13 Thou shalt go upon the lion and adder :  
  the young lion and the dragon shalt thou tread under thy feet.  
     
14 Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him :  
  I will set him up, because he hath known my name.  
     
15 He shall call upon me, and I will hear him :  
  yea, I am with him in trouble;  
       I will deliver him, and bring him to honour.  
     
16 With long life will I satisfy him :  
  and shew him my salvation.  
     
OR  Psalm 134   
     
1 Behold now, praise the Lord :  
  all ye servants of the Lord;  
     
2 Ye that by night stand in the house of the Lord :  
  even in the courts of the house of our God.  
     
3 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary :  
  and praise the Lord.  
     
4 The Lord that made heaven and earth :  
  give thee blessing out of Sion.  
    
     
Scripture Reading   
 One of the following short lessons or another suitable passage is read  
     
 Thou, O Lord, art in the midst of us, and we are called by thy name; leave us not,   
O Lord our God.                                                                                     Jeremiah 14.9   
  (or)  
     
 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.   

       Matthew 11: 28-30                                                     



  (or)  
     
 Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight; 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen.  
                                                                                             Hebrews 13.20,21     
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD.  
  
  The following responsory may be said  
     
  Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.  
ALL: INTO THY HANDS, O LORD, I COMMEND MY SPIRIT.  
    
   For thou hast redeemed me, O Lord, thou God of truth.  
ALL: I COMMEND MY SPIRIT.  
  
   Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
ALL: INTO THY HANDS, O LORD, I COMMEND MY SPIRIT.  
     
      The following or another suitable hymn may be sung  
     
  Before the ending of the day,  
  Creator of the world we pray,  
  That with thy wonted favour thou  
  Wouldst be our guard and keeper now.  
     
  From all ill dreams defend our eyes,  
  From nightly fears and fantasies;  
  Tread underfoot our ghostly foe,  
  That no pollution we may know.  
     
  O Father, that we ask be done,  
  Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son;  
  Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,  
  Doth live and reign eternally.  
    
  Keep me as the apple of an eye.  
ALL: HIDE ME UNDER THE SHADOW OF THY WINGS.  
      The Nunc dimittis (The Song of Simeon) is said or sung  
     
ALL:  PRESERVE US, O LORD, WHILE WAKING,  
          AND GUARD US WHILE SLEEPING,  
          THAT AWAKE WE MAY WATCH WITH CHRIST,  
          AND ASLEEP WE MAY REST IN PEACE.  
     
1 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace :  
   according to thy word.  
     
2 For mine eyes have seen : thy salvation;  
     



3 Which thou hast prepared : before the face of all people;  
     
4 To be a light to lighten the Gentiles :  
   and to be the glory of thy people Israel.      Luke 2.29-32  

  
  GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON :  
  AND TO THE HOLY GHOST;  
  AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW, AND EVER SHALL BE :  
  WORLD WITHOUT END.  AMEN.  

   
ALL: PRESERVE US, O LORD, WHILE WAKING,  
         AND GUARD US WHILE SLEEPING,  
         THAT AWAKE WE MAY WATCH WITH CHRIST,  
         AND ASLEEP WE MAY REST IN PEACE.  
      
  
The Apostle’s Creed  
  
I BELIEVE IN ONE GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY,   
MAKER OF HEAVEN AND EARTH:  
   
AND IN JESUS CHRIST HIS ONLY SON OUR LORD, WHO WAS CONCEIVED BY 
THE HOLY GHOST, BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY, SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS 
PILATE, WAS CRUCIFIED, DEAD AND BURIED, HE DESCENDED INTO HELL; THE 
THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD, HE ASCENDED INTO HEAVEN, 
AND SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY; FROM 
THENCE HE SHALL COME TO JUDGE THE QUICK AND THE DEAD.  
  
I BELIEVE IN THE HOLY GHOST; THE HOLY CATHOLIC CHURCH; THE 
COMMUNION OF SAINTS, THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS; THE RESURRECTION OF 
THE BODY; AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.  AMEN.  
  
  
  Prayers   
     
  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
ALL: CHRIST, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  
  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
     
ALL: OUR FATHER, WHICH ART IN HEAVEN,  
  HALLOWED BE THY NAME;  
  THY KINGDOM COME;  
  THY WILL BE DONE,  
  IN EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.  
  GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD.  
  AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES,  
  AS WE FORGIVE THEM THAT TRESPASS AGAINST US.  
  AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION;  
  BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL.  AMEN.  
     
   



Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers:  
ALL: TO BE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED ABOVE ALL FOR EVER.  
     
  Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost:  
ALL: LET US PRAISE HIM AND MAGNIFY HIM FOR EVER.  
     
  Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven:  
ALL: TO BE PRAISED AND GLORIFIED ABOVE ALL FOR EVER.  
     
  The almighty and most merciful Lord guard us and give us his blessing.  
ALL: AMEN.  
     
     
ALL: WE CONFESS TO GOD ALMIGHTY,  
  THE FATHER, THE SON AND THE HOLY GHOST,  
  THAT WE HAVE SINNED IN THOUGHT, WORD AND DEED,  
  THROUGH OUR OWN GRIEVOUS FAULT.  
  WHEREFORE WE PRAY GOD TO HAVE MERCY UPON US.  
     
  ALMIGHTY GOD, HAVE MERCY UPON US,  
  FORGIVE US ALL OUR SINS AND DELIVER US FROM ALL EVIL,  
  CONFIRM AND STRENGTHEN US IN ALL GOODNESS,  
  AND BRING US TO LIFE EVERLASTING;  
  THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.   
  AMEN.  
     
  A priest may say:  May the almighty and merciful Lord  

grant unto you pardon and remission of all your sins,  
time for amendment of life,  
and the grace and comfort of the Holy Spirit.    AMEN   

  
  Wilt thou not turn again and quicken us;  
ALL: THAT THY PEOPLE MAY REJOICE IN THEE?  
     
  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;  
ALL: AND GRANT US THY SALVATION.  
     
  Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this night without sin;  
ALL: O LORD, HAVE MERCY UPON US, HAVE MERCY UPON US.  
     
  O Lord, hear our prayer;  
ALL: AND LET OUR CRY COME UNTO THEE.  
     
  Let us pray.  
     
  One or more of the following Collects is said  
     
  Visit, we beseech thee, O Lord, this place,  
  and drive from it all the snares of the enemy;  
  let thy holy angels dwell herein to preserve us in peace;  
  and may thy blessing be upon us evermore;  



  through Jesus Christ our Lord.          AMEN.  
     
  Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;  
  and by thy great mercy defend us  
  from all perils and dangers of this night;  
  for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ.    AMEN.  
     
  O Lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God,  
  who at this evening hour didst rest in the sepulchre,  
  and didst thereby sanctify the grave to be a bed of hope to thy people:make us so to 
abound in sorrow for our sins,  
  which were the cause of thy passion,  
  that when our bodies lie in the dust, our souls may live with thee;   
who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost,  
  one God, world without end.         AMEN.  
     
  Look down, O Lord, from thy heavenly throne,  
  illuminate the darkness of this night with thy celestial brightness,  
  and from the sons of light banish the deeds of darkness;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.         AMEN.  
     
  Be present, O merciful God,  
  and protect us through the silent hours of this night,  
  so that we who are wearied  
  by the changes and chances of this fleeting world,  
  may repose upon thy eternal changelessness;  
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.        AMEN.  
     
  
  

   
  The Conclusion   
     
  We will lay us down in peace and take our rest.  
ALL :  FOR IT IS THOU, LORD, ONLY   

THAT MAKEST US DWELL IN SAFETY.  
     

    
  The Lord be with you  
ALL: AND WITH THY SPIRIT.  
     
  Let us bless the Lord.  
ALL: THANKS BE TO GOD.  
     
  The almighty and merciful Lord,  
  the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost,  
  bless us and preserve us.  
ALL: AMEN.  
 


